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A NEW YEAR OF DISTRIBUTIONS 

With the rainy season coming to end, we resumed distributions on April 13th, splitting our staff into two vehicles and 

visiting Swaswa, Nghonghona, Itumbi, Mvumi Makulu, and Makole. After over three months in which we did no distri-

butions, we were excited to get out to the villages and remind ourselves what Carpenter’s Kids is all about. The villages 

were eager and excited to have us as well. All five villages exhibited great organization, and the process went as 

smoothly as one could have asked for. 

 

Though it happens on every distribution, the magic of seeing the children transform before our eyes never fades. To see 

each Carpenter’s Kid go from being dressed in worn-out secondhand clothes to brand new uniforms is truly a beautiful 

thing, representative of the change in their lives having access to education has given them. We also relish the opportu-

nity to interact with the children who benefit from this program and with the guardians, our partners. At each village we 

inquire with the Carpenter’s Kids Committee and guardians about their feelings on the effectiveness of the program, 

encouraging suggestions for improvements. Everyone has been overwhelmingly pleased with the program and grateful 

for the generosity of their friends around the world. Everyone we saw wants to express their extreme gratitude that peo-

ple – many of whom they have never even seen – are so willing to help their children attend school and that, through the 

grace of God, they have been connected with each other. 

 

While all the villages have strong, dedicated CK committees, Itumbi’s committee is exceeding expectations. They ex-

emplify the sentiment that Carpenter’s Kids is not a charity, but a partnership. In addition to the 57 Carpenter’s Kids 

supported by St. Simon's Episcopal Church, Staten Island; The Church of the Ascension, Staten Island; St. Mary's 

Church, Castleton, Staten Island; The Church of the Ascension, Manhattan; and Grace Church, Port Jervis; and Father 

Calloway; there is a girl named Mwendwa, and she is a very special case. Mwendwa’s support comes from the Itumbi 

Carpenter’s Kids Committee. Together the committee members chose to support a child with their own funds. The story 

of Mwendwa illustrates how committed to Carpenter’s Kids the Itumbi Committee is, and it’s just the tip of the iceberg 

of what is possible with Carpenter’s Kids. 

       
       
      I would like to express my sincere gratitude and appreciate for the support of the two  

        young men who have joined the CK team: Mr. Christopher working with us for six  

      months and for Brian to join hands with the team for five months. We have been well  

      blessed with their skills and effort. Chris will be leaving for the US after working with  

      CK for the mentioned time. Thanks to God who makes people come together. We will  

      miss Chris. But we understand that God is good enough to equip us with someone like  

      Chris. We bless these two young men as they continue serving the Lord across the sea.  

 

          Pastor Noah 
     

Carpenter’s Kids 

with their new 

uniforms and 

soap in Mvumi 

Makulu! 



WHAT IS LISHE, ANYWAY? 

As you surely already know, providing breakfast has been and always will be an essential part of the Carpen-

ter’s Kids Program. And you may even know that we provide lishe for Carpenter’s Kids breakfast. But, what is 

lishe? 

 

Lishe originates as lishe flour, which can be made from nearly any kind of grain, seed, or nut. Our lishe flour is 

made from a combination of corn, soybeans, peanuts, millet, and sorghum. Millet is a small-seeded grass 

grown for cereal and grain, which grows abundantly in semi-arid climates. While it is somewhat uncommon in 

North America, Europe, and Australasia, it is quite widespread in Africa and Asia. Sorghum, similarly, is a 

grass grown for grain that is fairly rare in North America and Europe. But, as well as the types that flourish in 

Central America, southern Asia, and Africa, there are indigenous varieties of sorghum in Australasia. Addi-

tionally, sorghum may be familiar to Western beer connoisseurs with sensitivity to wheat, since it is often the 

grain in gluten-free beer. Once these grains are ground and mixed together, the flour is boiled in water to cre-

ate a drinkable porridge. Sometimes sugar is added for sweetness. Lishe has a very high nutritional content; in 

fact, the word “lishe” also means “nutrition” in Swahili! 

 

The first week of April marked the second of the quarterly lishe distributions for 2013. Much like the secon-

dary school supply distributions earlier in the year, this distribution was spread out over three days with Bahi 

on April 2nd, Chamwino on the 3rd, and Dodoma Urban district on April 4th. Representatives from each village 

receiving food came down to our office in Dodoma at Mackay House on their appointed day and picked up 

enough lishe flour to feed the Carpenter’s Kids in their village for three months. The lishe porridge itself is 

prepared either in the school kitchens or churches in the villages for the children each morning before school. 

Members of the 

Carpenter’s Kids 

Committees come 

in to collect lishe 

for the Carpenter’s 

Kids in their vil-

lages.  

 

Lishe for Chamwino 

District, waiting to be 

picked up 



 

A POOR RAINY SEASON 

As mentioned in this issue’s opening article, the 2012/2013 rainy season has come to its end in Dodoma. 

While it is good to be back on the road with Carpenter’s Kids, there is some sadness associated with the end 

of the rains this year. Normally the end of rains is the time for harvest, but this year many farmers have next 

to nothing surviving from their crops. Very little rain came this year, and the rain that did was very late. 

 

This drought will cause a famine that will be devastating not only to farmers, but to everyone in the Do-

doma region. So much of the crops died this year that some farmers will only be able to harvest 10% of 

their expected yield. This extremely low yield will raise food prices astronomically. The price of a bag of 

maize that normally sells for 30,000 Tanzanian shillings is already up to 80,000! 

 

Please keep Dodoma and our food shortage in your prayers this year. 

Just this month, CK volunteers Brian Orlay and Christopher Dennison completed a short video in which they in-

terviewed some Carpenter’s Kids about the program. We have posted the video to YouTube, facebook, and Twit-

ter this month. Hopefully, it can provide insight for our friends around the world and introduce the program to 

new friends. This video is available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HmLiWrRAFew.  

 

But, while we were looking at YouTube after posting this, we saw some  past Carpenter’s Kids videos that have 

been made over the years. We even discovered some new ones that we had not seen in the office yet.  

 

There was a video produced by the Episcopal Diocese of New York posted in early 2011, which features Bishop 

Mhogolo of DCT, Bishop Roskam of EDNY, as well as Lauren Salminen of New York’s Carpenter’s Kids office 

and the Rev. Duncan Burns of Kingston, New York viewable at https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=lZTbz75dH7k.  

 

This is a video posted in August 2012 that also features Bishop Mhogolo: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=lwVcNuaTNek. 

 

And, if anyone reading this knows of other videos on the internet about Carpenter’s Kids, please drop us a line at 

ckdodoma@gmail.com and let us know. We’d love to compile a complete list of links for our website.  

LOOK US UP ON YOUTUBE 
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The coming month... 

 

 

We will continue distributions for all 

parishes who are due and in good 

standing.  

We are saying farewell to CK volun-

teer Christopher Dennison. He is re-

turning to the States to pursue a Mas-

ter’s Degree from Rutgers Univer-

sity. 

We are fervently planning a very 

busy summer of visitors!   

 

 

CONTACT US 
 

The Carpenter’s Kids 
Room 36, Floor 2 

Mackay House 
P.O. Box 15  

Dodoma, Tanzania 
 East Africa 

 
ckdodoma@gmail.com 

Prayer points 

 Please pray for all in the Dodoma 

region who are suffering from fam-

ine.  

Please pray that for safe travel for 

the Carpenter’s Kids staff  on distri-

butions.  

Please pray for Bishop Mhogolo and 

his wife Irene, who are currently in 

Australia. 

As always, we ask for prayers for the 

health of all Carpenter’s Kids. 

MORE PHOTOS FROM THIS MONTH’S DISTRIBUTIONS 

Brian Medcalf handing out soap on the distribution in Itumbi 

Carpenter’s Kids 

in Makole with 

Deputy Director 

Noel Chomola 

Carpenter’s Kids in Ihumwa Mission on our second week of 

distributions 


