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Advent season, as it approaches us, in Dodoma it is the time of rainfalls. We are all looking forward to Christmas 

as well as receiving rain in most parts of our dry region. I wish everybody who is a Carpenter’s Kids stockholder 

a Happy Christmas and Happy New Year. Also, we are in preparation for distribution for secondary and voca-

tional school supplies, which will be held on the 3rd , 4th, and 5th of January, 2013. Forms II through IV and sec-

ond year vocational students will be the only ones receiving supplies. Thanks to you for making this possible.  
 

 

   The Rev. Canon Noah Masima 

   Program Director   

THE RAINS HAVE ARRIVED 

The rainy season is a very important time in central Tanzania. The rains can start as early as November and go until 

April around Dodoma. Every day is not necessarily rainy during these months, but it will often rain all day long. The 

sunny days during these months are frequently punctuated with thunderstorms. On days when rain is approaching, the 

humidity is much higher than in the dry months, but the rain itself usually breaks the heat quite nicely. 

 

Over the past few years, there has been very little rain, but we hope this year will put an end to that trend. Dodoma’s 

reservoir looks completely dry now, so we desperately need the water to keep the city running. Additionally, all farmers 

in central Tanzania need sufficient rain for their crops to flourish; without a good harvest, not only will farmers struggle 

economically, but food prices will increase also, putting undue economic stress on everyone. 

 

With those issues on our minds, we were all very happy to see rain in the second week of December. The cool, refresh-

ing shower lasted all day, turning our traditionally dry, dusty roads into puddle-laden, muddy thoroughfares. Since the 

that first rain, we have seen a few of short storms and even a couple of full days of rainfall. Please keep Dodoma and 

our rainfall in your prayers in these coming months. 

 

A previously dusty path that becomes muddy and filled with 

rivulets during the rains, with a view of Lion Rock in the 

background 

Some primary school children enjoying the rain 

 



VISIT TO SWASWA 
 

As we mentioned last month, Carpenter’s Kids has a new YASC volunteer in Dodoma: Brian Orlay of St. 

John’s Episcopal Church in Pleasantville, NY. St. John’s in Pleasantville is linked with the parish of Swaswa, 

which is located approximately 6 kilometers outside of Dodoma. On December 11, Reverend Leng'anda in-

vited Brian and some of the Carpenter’s Kids staff out to spend the day in Swaswa visiting the teachers of the 

primary school, the Carpenter’s Kids, their guardians, the Carpenter’s Kids Committee, and representatives 

from the church. Since Swaswa has seen visitors from Pleasantville in years past, the two parishes have a close 

relationship. One of the previous visiting pilgrims was Brian’s younger brother, Buddy, and upon Brian’s arri-

val some people in Swaswa immediately recognized him through the familial resemblance. 

Our day began with chai and chapati (tea and round, unleavened bread) with Reverend Leng'anda and Samuel, 

Swaswa’s church treasurer, after which we headed to the primary school. Arriving at the primary school we 

joined some of the teachers in the office for introductions and a short discussion about Carpenter’s Kids. Even 

though the primary school is slightly overcrowded and lacks some supplies and equipment, all agreed that the 

Carpenter’s Kids Program has made a monumental difference in their community. The program has gotten 50 

children from Swaswa into school, six of whom have already gone on to secondary or vocational school. The 

teachers then led us to a Standard Five classroom where the students greeted us hospitably and sang a national 

hymn for us. After the song we followed the children outside for some games. 

 

Brian Orlay meeting some of the Carpenter’s Kids 

in Swaswa 

Swaswa’s Standard Five Class with their teachers and Pastor Noah, and Rev. Leng’anda 

Following our tour of the school, Reverend Leng'anda and Samuel took 

us to the church in Swaswa where the Carpenter’s Kids were waiting 

with their guardians. The Carpenter’s Kids Committee, church choirs 

and church elders (which we call the vestry in the States) were also in 

attendance. We heard songs performed by three different choirs, which 

featured performances by some guardians, some committee members, 

and many Carpenter’s Kids. All sang beautifully, played intricate 

rhythms on drums and performed wonderful dances. The Committee 

also read us a report they had prepared. The Committee wanted to thank 

all their friends in America for all the support and give us an update on 

progress in the church. The church is doing very well with a growing 

Sunday School that now has two teachers, a vibrant Youth Group that 

has recently purchased a generator and CD player, and an active adult 

group as well. The Committee also wanted to thank St. John’s for the 

cow they sent, which we also had the pleasure of seeing during our 

visit. Overall our visit was a great day and we saw that while Swaswa’s 

primary school is not without challenges, things are going very well and 

the people in Swaswa are extremely happy with the Carpenter’s Kids 

Program and thankful for all it has brought to their community. 



The coming month... 

 

With 2012 coming to a close, we wanted to share some of the numbers regarding the status of our Carpenter’s 

Kids, to illustrate the successful year our program has had: 
 

6582: the total number of Carpenter’s Kids in school in 2012. 
 

5319: the total number of Carpenter’s Kids enrolled in primary school in 2012. 
 

1136: the total number of Carpenter’s Kids enrolled in secondary school in 2012. 
 

126: the total number of Carpenter’s Kids enrolled in vocational school in 2012. 
 

And, we even have one Carpenter’s Kid currently enrolled in the engineering program at Dar es 

Salaam Institute of Technology.   

Registration for secondary school will take 

place in January. Children currently in Stan-

dard 7 will receive the results from their 

exams in the coming weeks. Those Carpen-

ter’s Kids with passing marks will be com-

ing down to Mackay House to speak with us 

about registering for secondary school for 

2013. 

The rains should continue, leading us into           

the office’s slowest months, before we re-

sume distributions and pilgrimages. 

CK volunteers Chris Dennison and Brian 

Orlay will be attending language school in 

Zanzibar for two weeks. With a little Kiswa-

hili, they’ll be able to communicate in the 

villages on distributions more effectively. 

 

CONTACT US 
 

The Carpenter’s Kids 
Room 36, Floor 2 

Mackay House 
P.O. Box 15  

Dodoma, Tanzania 
 East Africa 

 
ckdodoma@gmail.com 

Prayer points 

We ask for your continued prayers for a pre-

cipitous rainy season, which will yield a 

plentiful harvest. 

We want to wish a Merry Christmas season 

and Happy New Year to all! 

We pray for the health and safety of every-

one around the world traveling over the holi-

days.  

At the end of the year, we would like give 

thanks for  the generosity all our friends 

around the world who have shown us 

throughout the past twelve months. 

And as we celebrate the holidays, let us keep 

those who do not have enough to eat during 

this season in our thoughts and prayers. 

YEAR-END STUDENT TOTALS 

 


